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TAGS: PINT, PDEV, RH 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA: ELECTIONS 

REF: LUSAKA 1887, PRETORIA 2841 

1 . PRESS ACCOUNTS OF MAY 3 1 INDICATE THAT THE EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL (EC) ACCEPTED THE "PARTY LIST” SYSTEM FOR THE 
ELECTIONS TO BE HELD BEFORE DECEMBER 31. IN A STATEMENT. 

THE EC SAID THAT DELAY OF ELECTIONS "CANNOT BE COUNTENANCED" 
AND, AS IT WAS SATISFIED THAT FULL CONSTITUENCY ELECTIONS 
COULDN’T BE HELD BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR, IT WOULD 
TURN TO THE PARTY LIST SYSTEM. THIS MEANS THAT VOTERS 
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MERELY VOTE FOR THEIR PARTY PREFERENCE AND SEATS ARE 
ALLOCATED TO EACH PARTY IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS VOTE 
PERCENTAGE. 

2. SUBSEQUENT ACCOUNTS CAST SOME DOUBT ON THE UNANIMITY 
OF THE EC DECISION AS A ZANU (SITHOLE) SPOKESMAN 
CRITICIZED THE PARTY LIST SYSTEM. THE SPOKESMAN 
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REPORTEDLY SAID "WE DO NOT LIKE PARTY LIST VOTING 
BECAUSE PEOPLE ARE NOT GIVEN THE CHOICE OF CANDIDATES 
IN INDIVIDUAL SEATS. THEY HAVE TO VOTE FOR A PARTY AND 
WE THINK IT FAVORS THE MAIORITY PARTY." ONE PRESS 
ACCOUNT STATES THAT THIS RETHINKING OF THE PARTY LIST 
SYSTEM CAME ABOUT BECAUSE THE SYSTEM INCLUDES A MINIMAL 
CUT-OFF PERCENTAGE OF VOTES NEEDED TO HAVE A PARTY 
REPRESENTED. THIS CUT-OFF IS REPORTEDLY BETWEEN SEVEN AND 
TEN PERCENT AND COULD MEAN THAT ZUPO AND EVEN ZANU (S) 
MIGHT BE ELIMINATED. 

3. COMMENT: THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT PARTIES HAVE LONG 
SINCE REALIZED THAT FULL BLOWN CONSTITUENCY ELECTIONS 
WOULD BE ADMINISTRATIVELY IMPOSSIBLE. AS REFTELS REPORT, 

AN ALTERNATE SYSTEM HAD BEEN UNDER DISCUSSION WITH THE 
PARTY LIST BEING THE FAVORED. RHODESIAN REPRESENTATIVE 
HAWKINS TOLD US ON MAY 31 THAT THIS SYSTEM WOULD 
"FACILITATE" THE VOTING ARRANGEMENTS AND MAKE IT EASIER 
TO MEET THE DECEMBER 31 DEADLINE. THE PERCENTAGE CUT-OFF 
PROPOSAL THAT IS CAUSING SOME CONSTERNATION WILL PROBABLY 
BE COMPROMISED AND NOT ALLOWED TO DETRACK THE ELECTIONS. 
EDMONDSON 
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